
Alpine Biomass Collaborative 

Meeting Minutes 
June 1st, 2021 

 
 Location: Zoom Meeting 

Meeting Moderator: David Griffith       Minutes: Annie Dean 
 

Agenda Items: 
1. Call to Order 
2. Introductions: Mark Meyer (USFS), Don Hittenmiller (ABC), Annie Dean (ABC), David 

Griffith (ABC), Anna Belle Monti (USFS), Mo Loden (AWG), Matt Driscoll (SNC), Steve 
Brink (CA Forestry Assoc.)  

3. Modifications to and/or Approval of Agenda: Action Item: Approved 
4. Modifications to and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes: Action Item: Approved 
5. Presentation: Dr. Mark Meyer: Postfire Restoration Framework for National Forests in 

California, USFS. 
6. Future Speakers and Topics: July: The Value of Environmental Services and the Risk to 

Alpine County’s Economy from Climate Change. August: Don Hittenmiller 
recommended Anna Belle Monti for her expertise and intimate knowledge of Alpine 
County. Getting landowners to sign up for work on their properties is a stumbling 
block and requires immediate action; the Wildfire Risk Mitigation Tier 1 projects grant 
to the SNC was denied due to lack of letters of authorization from landowners. Anna 
Belle Monti suggested a field tour of forest restoration work in Markleevillage and on 
Hot Springs Road. The tour, led by a team of specialists from USFS, would educate 
landowners on various treatment options for fuels reduction with pre and post 
examples. This first-hand visual experience, combined with the opportunity to ask 
questions, will increase the likelihood of getting landowners to sign up for future 
grants. David Griffith reported the BOS is addressing this issue and is considering 
taking on the task of contacting landowners. The BOS meets on June 15th and David 
Griffith will keep the ABC posted on any decisions or progress. The Community 
Development Department has agreed to provide a list of landowners. The field tour 
could take place on a Saturday and could include refreshments.  It could be publicized 
on Nextdoor and/or via a bulk mailing. Don Hittenmiller offered a demonstration of 
the forest masticator.  

7. Participant Updates: Matt Driscoll reiterated that the major reason the Alpine County 
application was not funded was not having enough landowner support. The SNC is 
waiting for the June budget to be passed; they don’t anticipate major contention over 
wildlife funding. Anna Bell Monti reported the NFF was awarded a grant through the 



SNC for treatments on approximately 800 acres on the West Carson and Monitor Pass 
projects. Steve Brink reported the North Fork Bioenergy Plant is erected but not 
running yet. The interconnection fee with PG&E has not been resolved. The project 
cost $15 million for the 2 megawatt plant. David Griffith reported USFS is working with 
the BOS to recruit 15 members for the Alpine County Resource Advisory Committee 
(RAC). The purpose of RAC is to make recommendations to the Forest Service on 
which projects it should pursue in Alpine County. There is $120,000 available. The 
committee will meet two to four times per year. David Griffith urged ABC members to 
volunteer for RAC or recruit others. The deadline is July 2, 2021. David Griffith 
reported that, unfortunately, Zach Wood is leaving the County to work for a 
consultant. It will take time for new employees to acquire Zach’s skill set. David 
Griffith reported there is some progress on the scoping study which identified two 
projects with excess biomass. Though the SNC Wildfire Risk Mitigation Plan grant was 
not funded due to lack of letters of authorization from landowners, the CalFire grant 
that the County applied for on behalf of USFS for 600 acres of fuels reduction west of 
Grover Hot Springs, looks promising. A generous donation allowed the ABC to hire 
Brian Peters to write the grant; we should know in July if it gets funded. 




