
Unifying partners to promote forest and watershed health and local economic development. 
 

Alpine Biomass Collaborative (ABC) Meeting 
Agenda 

Tuesday 04-may-2021, 6:00 pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84244004600?pwd=Tzl0Q2c4ekdHMVRDOTF3YXZ6NGdMQT09  
Meeting ID: 842 4400 4600; Passcode: 095318; Phone: 408-638-0968 or 669-900-6833 

 
Note:  The Zoom meeting will be open at about 5:45 pm to give people a chance to chat and resolve any 

technical issues. 
 

A quorum of the Alpine County Board of Supervisors may be present at the meeting, but no 
action will be taken by them.  The meeting may be recorded. 

 
No. Agenda Item Action Est. Time Minutes 

1 Call to order.  6:00 pm 0 
2 Introductions.  6:00 pm 3 
3 Modifications to and/or Approval of Agenda.  ACTION 6:03 pm 1 
4 Modifications to and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes. ACTION 6:04 pm 3 
5 The Role and Importance of Rufgia After Wildfires.  Dr. Meg 

Krawchuk. 
 6:07 pm 45 

6 Letter of Support.  Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program 
Visitor Education and Outreach (see attached) 

ACTION 6:52 pm 10 

7a Letter of Support.  Alpine County Wildfire Risk Mitigation Plan 
Tier 1 Projects (see attached) 

ACTION 7:02 pm 10 

7b Letter of Support.  Alpine County Grover’s Hotspring Fuels 
Reduction Project (see attached) 

ACTION 7:12 pm 10 

8 Future Speakers/Topics:  June: Postfire Restoration Framework 
for National Forests in California, Dr. Marc Meyer et al, USFS.  
Return to in-person meetings discussion. 

 7:22 pm 10 

9 Participant Updates.  7:32 pm 20 
10 Adjournment.  7:52 pm 1 

 
Visit our blog at alpinebiomasscommittee.wordpress.com.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84244004600?pwd=Tzl0Q2c4ekdHMVRDOTF3YXZ6NGdMQT09
http://www.alpinebiomasscommittee.wordpress.com/


 
1. Electronics courtesy – please turn all devices to silent or off 
2. When on Zoom meetings please mute yourself except while speaking. 
3. Honor time – we have a full agenda and need to spend some time with each topic; please limit 

comments to 3 minutes or less 
4. Stay on topic – please stay focused on the subject matter under discussion  
5. Humor is welcome – it just should not be at someone else’s expense 
6. Common conversational courtesy – don’t interrupt others, use appropriate language, and don’t make 

it hard to hear by having third-party conversations at the table 
7. If you wish to speak raise your hand and wait until the Moderator recognizes you 
8. All ideas and points of view have value – you do not have to agree with your neighbor; if you do not 

agree with something, propose an alternative that could meet everyone’s interests 
9. Avoid editorials – avoid judging other people’s motives or the value of their actions; instead explain 

what you need for your interests to be met and our work to be a success 

 General Reminders 

Send any agenda item topics to dGriffith.9@gmail.com at least two weeks prior to a meeting. 

  

mailto:dGriffith.9@gmail.com


Alpine Biomass Collaborative 
305 Carson View 
Markleeville, CA  96120-9630 
Tel.: 530-694-2168 
E-Mail: dGriffith.9@gmail.com 
 
May 4th, 2021 

David Haas, Regional Forester 
CAL FIRE 
3800 North Sierra Way 
San Bernardino, CA  92405 
david.haas@fire.ca.gov  
 
Dear Mr. Haas: 
 
The Alpine Biomass Collaborative (ABC) is writing to express our support of the proposal titled “Wildfire 
Prevention in the Eastern Sierra:  Visitor Education and Outreach” being submitted by the Whitebark Institute.  
The proposal was discussed and approved at our May 4th meeting. 
 
The ABC is a collaborative group in Alpine County, California that has as its mission statement “Unifying partners 
to promote forest and watershed health, and local economic development”.  To learn more about the ABC 
please see our blog/website at www.alpinebiomasscommittee.wordpress.com.   By improving forest and 
watershed health the risk of catastrophic wildfire can be reduced, and by using local labor to do this the local 
economy will benefit.   
 
The Eastern Sierra region is a year-round tourist destination, supporting rural communities via a robust 
recreation and tourism economy.  In recent years, and particularly during the pandemic, visitation to the Eastern 
Sierra has grown immensely.  Visitation in Inyo, Mono, and Alpine Counties – the areas covered by this proposal 
– tops four million visitors per year.  Many of them camp wherever they can park or set up a tent. 
 
Dispersed camping is a particular concern for our community as many of these campers are new to the activity 
and not aware of the potential disastrous implications of unattended campfires.  Because of their small size and 
proximity to open space, all communities in the Eastern Sierra are in the wildland-urban interface.  The highest 
concentrations of dispersed campers are within a few miles of communities.  Although there is not a region-
wide estimate of how many people participate in dispersed camping, in the Alabama Hills alone, there were 
100,000 dispersed campers in 2019.  The recent Onion Fire (April 2021), which was sparked by a campfire west 
of Independence, served as a stark reminder of the potential detrimental impacts high rates of visitation can 
have on our region. 
 
The capacity assessment undertaken by the Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program in 2020 found that, 
among the stakeholders interviewed, fire prevention education targeted at visitors was the top priority.  If 
funded, this proposal would launch a comprehensive visitor education and outreach campaign focused on fire 
prevention.  We believe that such education could play an important role in reducing the risk of wildfires to our 
communities.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this proposal. 
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       Alpine Biomass Collaborative 
 
 
       Per:  David Griffith, Chair 
 




