
Alpine Biomass Collaborative 

Meeting Minutes 
October 6th, 2020 

 
 Location: Zoom Meeting 

Meeting Moderator: David Griffith       Minutes: Annie Dean 
 

Agenda Items: 
1. Presentation: Overview of Targeted Grazing Webinar (Daniel K. Macon) 
2. Attendees: Mary Rawson (ABC), Don Hittenmiller (ABC), Annie Dean (ABC), David 

Griffith (ABC), Coreen Francis (BLM), Kimra McAfee, (AWG), Rich Harvey (AWG), 
Matt Driscoll (SNC), Tim Roide (BLM), Anna Belle Monti (USFS), Matt Zumstein 
(USFS) 

3. Modifications to and/or Approval of Agenda: Action Item: Approved 
4. Modifications to and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes: Action Item: Approved  
5. Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP) Update. David Griffith and 

Matt Driscoll reported project ideas will be accepted until the end of October. 
Signatories to the ESSRP are Alpine County, Bishop, Inyo County, Mammoth, Mono 
County, Inyo National Forest and the Humboldt-Toiyabe. Alpine County has 
submitted three proposals: 1) Pubic restrooms and interpretive signs at Heritage 
Park; 2) Implementation of the County’s Wayfinding Plan; and 3) Designation of 
Highway 89 from US 395 to Luther Pass as a National Scenic Byway.   

6. Memorandum of Agreement: Action Item: David Griffith reported the final wording 
was approved by Teresa McClung, who has since retired. Matt Zumstein reported 
the USFS is ready to sign and that he would submit the document to Forest 
Supervisor Bill Dunkelberger for signing.  

7. Future Speakers/Topics: David Griffith requested suggestions. November and 
December are open. There is no meeting in January and in February Dr. Scott 
Stephens is scheduled.  

8. Participant Updates: Kimra McAfee reported that the next AWG meeting is a 
webinar on the West Fork Carson River Vision Projects Restoration, November 10th, 
5:30-7:30 p.m.  Don Hittenmiller introduced the Pleasant Valley Project.  Challenges 
include fuels reduction with diverse timber and the white fir beetle.  He gave Anna 
Belle Monti a shout-out for walking the ground with him and for sharing her 
expertise.  Annie Dean thanked David Griffith for his monthly newsletters; they are 
especially important now to keep the community informed.  Tim Roide reported the 
BLM has a new district manager and field manager. Non-fire personnel are doing 
telework.  New treatments in Alpine County start May 8th and include Poor Boy 



Ridge, South of Turtle Rock Park, maintenance, and new work on 200-500 acres.  
Matt Driscoll reported the SNC has opened up new grant opportunities; he will share 
the link.  Forest health priorities include building capacity by implementing 
prescribed fire, large landscape restoration, implementing projects the SNC did 
planning on, and underserved partners.  The SNC will be offering online grant writing 
workshops.  Coreen Francis has been monitoring fires in California and is alarmed by 
their extreme behavior.  She reiterated the importance of working to safeguard 
homes in Alpine County and reminded people that you can cut down trees less than 
12 inches in diameter without a permit.  Matt Zumstein reported staff are working 
virtually; there have been no positive covid19 tests.  Of the 40 reported fire starts, 
37 were put out and the Slink Fire is 90% contained.  Campgrounds are completely 
full and people are camping in undesignated areas.  Porta potties have been 
installed to reduce the risk of covid19.  Liberty Utilities and Nevada Energy have 
been submitting proposals for removal of vegetation, however there is a bottleneck 
due to archeology.  David Griffith thanked the BLM and the Forest Service for their 
ongoing work despite the challenges of the pandemic.  Anna Belle Monti gave Don 
Hittenmiller a shout-out for the Pleasant Valley fuels reduction project and will share 
before and after photos.  The Scott’s Lake area was closed for spraying but the 
project was on completed October 2nd.  500 trees were sprayed with an insecticide 
for beetles.  The Markleevillage project will continue this fall with units ready under 
contract.  There are piles to burn and 140 acres of handwork.  There is work on 
Pleasant Valley Road and on Hot Springs Road towards Grover’s; the CHIPS crew is 
hired for the latter.  There are 120 acres on Monitor Pass and 100 acres of the West 
Carson Project.  Christmas tree permits will be available online on November 2nd.  
Rich Harvey encouraged people to visit AWG’s Hope Valley Project where a trench 
will re-route the West Fork of the Carson.  On October 19th, he will represent Alpine 
County on a conference call with Ricardo Lara, Insurance Commissioner of California, 
regarding new legislation for fire insurance.  Annie Dean thanked Rich Harvey for his 
advocacy.  David Griffith reported that there is currently no money allocated for 
forest health and fire prevention through the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, but 
there may be some funding available in January. 


