
Alpine Biomass Collaborative 

Meeting Minutes 
November 5th, 2019 

 
Location: Turtle Rock Park, Markleeville, CA 

Meeting Moderator: Annie Dean         Minutes: David Griffith 
 
Agenda Items: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Introductions:  Kimra McAfee (AWG), Mary Rawson (ABC), AnnaBelle Monti (USFS), 

Matthew Zumstein (USFS), Mo Loden (AWG), Michael Barton (ABC), Dan Kaffer 
(AWG), Annie Dean (ABC), 
Avery Hellman, Andy Hellman, Judy Warren Wickwire (FOHV), Tim Roide (BLM), 
Christine Aralia, Jim McLain (FOHV), Ron Hames (BoS), Ed James (CWSD), Trina 
Johnson (NRCS), Rich Harvey (AWG), Matt Driscoll (SNC), Coreen Francis (BLM), 
Shelly Blair (CDFW), Barbara Barton, Don Hittenmiller (ABC), David Griffith (ABC). 

3. Modifications to and/or Approval of Agenda:  Approved 
4. Modifications to and/or Approval of Previous Minutes:  Approved 
5. Presentation on Beavers in the Sierra.  Shelly Blair, Unit Biologist for El Dorado and 

Alpine Counties gave a presentation on the good, the bad, and the ugly about 
beavers.  There is little doubt that beavers were present in the Sierra prior to the 
arrival of Europeans. 

6. Draft Memorandum of Agreement and Possible Name Change:  Griffith reported 
that there still was no response to the suggested changes to the draft from the 
Forest Service.  Zumstein stated that he would review it and get back to the ABC.  

7. Scoping Study:  Griffith reported that the biomass supply part of the study was 
complete and that there was sufficient sustainable biomass supply.  The consultant 
is now determining what the most productive uses of that biomass are. 

8. Poor Boy Ridge:  The Hot Springs Road Corridor Working Group reported that the 
grant application was well underway and that the letters of support and 
commitment are coming in. 

9. Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP):  Driscoll gave an update 
on the progress of the ESSRP and reported on the successful meeting in Bishop that 
had about 100 participants. 

10. Future Speakers/Topics:  December: Trina Johnson, NRCS; January: no meeting; 
February: Steve Brink, California Forestry Association; March: Scoping Study. 

11. Participant Updates:  The Hellmans reported that they are pursuing a cost sharing 
arrangement with NRCS for mastication on their property.  Francis reported that the 



feasibility of restarting the biomass-to-bioenergy plant in Carson City was being 
looked at by the Nevada Division of Forestry.  She also reported that the Loyalton 
biomass-to-bioenergy plant was having trouble securing an adequate supply of 
biomass.  Francis also reported that she had attended one of the prescribed fire 
workshops for private landowners and that she was impressed at the quality of the 
workshop.  She also reminded everyone that the regional Forest Management Task 
Force is building a list of potential projects.  In Plumas County they have a prescribed 
burning club for private landowners who work cooperatively on burns.  McAfee 
reported that the AWG was having a presentation on invasive weeds at its meeting 
Tuesday Nov. 12th at 5:30 pm at the Woodfords Indian Education Center.  Harvey 
reported that he was pursuing a cost sharing arrangement with the NRCS for fuels 
reduction on his property on Poor Boy Ridge.  Roide reported that the BLM was 
currently scoping their proposed 1,200 acre vegetation treatment project in Alpine 
County.  Input on the scoping is open until Dec. 1st.  Details are available here.  
Monti reported that the vegetation management project on Monitor Pass was 
complete, the fuels reduction project in Pleasant Valley would be complete this 
week, and that Christmas tree permits were now on sale.  Zumstein, the new Carson 
District Ranger introduced himself and gave a summary of his background and 
experience, and what he sees as the potential of the District.  Hames reported that 
the fuels reduction project by Alpine Village was underway, and that the goals of the 
proposed Red Flag Ordinance will be met by other means.  Griffith reported that the 
Forest Management Task Force was moving forward slowly and has not yet got to 
the point of making specific recommendations.  He also reported that pellet stoves 
in general do not work with portable generators so when the power goes out the 
heat may be gone to.  Rawson reported that the Markleeville Christmas Faire would 
be Nov. 23rd at the Government Center. 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2019100562/2



