
Alpine Biomass Collaborative 

Meeting Minutes 
April 3, 2018  6:00 pm 

 
Location: Turtle Rock Park, Markleeville, CA 

Meeting Facilitator: Ron Hames       Minutes: Annie Dean 
 
Agenda Items: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Introductions: David Griffith, Mary Rawson, Steve Wilensky, Gavin Feiger, Anna Belle 

Monti, Irene Davidson, Ron Hames, Irvin Jim, Michael Barton, Don Hittenmiller, 
Annie Dean, Sarah Bisbing, Matt Terzes, Amy Horne 

3. Modification and/or Approval of Agenda: Approved 
4. Modification and/or Approval of Previous Notes: Approved 
5. EDA/NCCLF Grant Application, Alpine County Small Grants Program: David Griffith 

reported a preliminary draft of the Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
proposal has been completed and reviewed by Elissa Brown from the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy (SNC).  Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions (CHIPS), fiscal 
sponsor for the grant, is also reviewing the grant. The preliminary proposal will 
receive an informal review by the EDA Grants Officer. After any necessary changes 
are made, the proposal will be submitted for consideration. If the EDA grant is 
awarded the $20,000 matching funds from the Northern California Community Loan 
Fund (NCCLF) will be available. The ABC applied for the Alpine County Small Grant 
Program. There is $25,000 available. Selection is competitive; there are six or seven 
groups applying.  

6. ABC Corporate Status: David Griffith reported ABC’s Articles of Incorporation have 
been accepted by the California Secretary of State. An Employer Identification and 
DUNS number have been assigned. With bylaws and a 501(c)(3) status the ABC will 
need a President, Secretary-Treasurer and Vice Chair. David Griffith recommended 
appointing members at the next meeting. Ron Hames reported County Council is 
concerned about the ABC and the Brown Act.  Ron Hames suggested a meeting with 
County Council to promote transparency and to address concerns over the 
appearance of any conflicts of interest. Michael Barton reported the bylaws are on 
ABC’s website and are available for review. The bylaws provide a roadmap for 
conducting business and should be amended as the organization grows. Highlights 
include that the ABC will be governed by a Board of Directors who will serve two 
year terms. The terms will be staggered. The number of directors is a minimum of 
three and not more than nine. David Griffith recommended approving the bylaws at 



the next meeting. The link on the website includes a contact link for comments or 
changes. 

7. West Carson Project Working Group: Don Hittenmiller advocated for more 
communication to maximize ABC’s potential to apply for funding. Irene Davidson 
reported future fuels treatment funding may be available; Anna Belle Monti 
reported she has requested additional funding for fuels treatment. David Griffith 
reported progress has been made on establishing a Good Neighbor Authority 
agreement between California and the Humboldt-Toiyabe so the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
can take advantage of the money California is investing in forest health. 

8.  Mass Timber Conference Report: Amy Horne reported she attended sessions on 
overcoming barriers and growing markets. Some highlights included the Freres 
Lumber Company where mass plywood products for decking are being produced; 
the Oregon Forest Science Complex Teaching Laboratory; the North America Forest 
Partnership’s efforts to rebrand forest management; glueless and nailess Cross 
Laminated Timber (CLT) produced by a company in Utah, and Katerra, a tech 
company from the Bay Area, working to reform the construction industry. Perceived 
barriers to adopting CLT involve mostly building codes. However, recommendations 
by the Mass Timber Coalition will soon be adopted to help expand mass timber in 
the market place.  She also discussed the Little Hoover Commission report on forest 
resilience which is available on the download page. 

9. Presentation: Dr. Sarah Bisbing, Assistant Professor, Forest Ecosystem Science at the 
University of Nevada Reno, presented her research on climate change disruption in 
Sierra Nevada forests including treatments to promote resistance, resilience, and 
adaptation under future climate and disturbance regimes. 

10. Future Speakers: May: Eric Morway, Research Hydrologist, US Geological Survey. 
June: Merv George, Forest Supervisor of the Six Rivers National Forest. July: Dr. 
Hugh Safford, Senior Vegetation Ecologist for the USDA-Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Region. August: Ali Urza, PhD Candidate, Ecology, Evolution and 
Conservation Biology, University of Nevada, Reno. September: Dr. Wesley Kitlasten, 
US Geological Survey. October: Dr. Emanuele Ziaco, Dendrolab, University of 
Nevada, Reno. 

11. Participant Updates:  Gavin Feiger reported that the Alpine Watershed Group 
(AWG) will be having an event at Grover Hotsprings to celebrate Earth Day on April 
21st.  The AWG will be constructing an ADA trail at Grover Hotsprings during the 
year, and will have a small restoration project in Hope Valley.  Steve Wilensky 
reported the CHIPS crew will have prescribed fire training in May which will increase 
their capacity for work.  He also reported that Blue Mountain Electric has signed an 
offer sheet for $21 million dollars for their planned biomass-to-bioenergy plant, 

https://alpinebiomasscommittee.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/littlehoover_forestrpt.pdf


however despite the California Public Utilities Commission ordering Pacific Gas & 
Electric (PG&E) to sign a power supply contract with Blue Mountain Electric, PG&E 
has so far refused to do so.  Should PG&E continue to refuse to sign the contract 
public pressure will be brought to bear through a civil disobedience campaign.  David 
Griffith reported that there was a Sierra to California All Lands Enhancement (SCALE) 
conference planned for May 7th and 8th in Sacramento.  The Sierra Institute was 
willing to sponsor one vehicle to Sacramento and one hotel room per group and 
anybody interested in taking advantage should contact him.  He reported that the 
federal omnibus bill just passed included $3.8 billion for wildfire management and 
$614 million dollars for fuels reduction.   It was also promised to fully fund the 
Secure Rural Schools program.  He also reported that he sent a support letter to Los 
Angeles Water and Power in support of their pending decision to purchase power 
from the Loyalton cogen biomass-to-bioenergy plant. 


