
Alpine Biomass Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

February 6th, 2018, 6:00 pm 
 

Location: Turtle Rock Park, Markleeville, CA 
Meeting Facilitator: Marina Vance    Minutes: Annie Dean 

 
Agenda Items: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Participant Introductions: Don Hittenmiller, Robert Bessler, Mary Rawson, Mark 

Schwartz, Annie Dean, Marina Vance, Gavin Feiger, Ron Hames, Rich Harvey, Coreen 
Francis, Steve Wilensky, David Griffith, Malcolm North, Pat Nole 

3. Modifications and/or Approval of Agenda: Approved. 
4. Modifications and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes: Approved. 
5. Action Items: David Griffith reported the Northern California Community Loan Fund 

has approved a zero interest forgivable loan for $20,000. The loan will serve as the 
matching funds for an application to the Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) for $80,000. These funds will be used for a scoping study on how excess 
biomass can be utilized. David Griffith recognized the support of Steve Wilensky and 
CHIPS in helping the ABC to obtain the loan. The EDA application will be written once 
the ABC finalizes its articles of incorporation and has a DUNS number.  A decision 
from the EDA is expected within two to three months.  

6. ABC Funding Status: David Griffith referred members to the draft Articles of 
Incorporation. David Griffith, Don Hittenmiller and Michael Barton have been 
drafting bylaws. David Griffith and Steve Wilensky informed the group that as a 
501c(3) the ABC could educate its members about voting records of candidates and 
it could educate legislators about pending legislating but it could not politic or lobby 
for legislation, nor could the ABC campaign as an organization. David Griffith 
reported the structure of the 501c(3)would be similar to the Alpine Watershed 
Group (AWG), with a Board of Directors and members. The Board, though not legally 
required to do so, would likely follow the recommendation of ABC’s membership. 
The ABC would continue to work as a consensus group. The ABC agreed to pursue a 
501c(3) status for the ABC. The ABC agreed to allow David Griffith to sign off on and 
to file the Articles of Incorporation with the California Secretary of State. Any 
questions or revisions need to be submitted to David Griffith by February 9th. Mary 
Rawson initiated discussion on changing the name of the Alpine Biomass Committee 
to the Alpine Biomass Collaborative. The ABC approved this name change because it 
reflects ABC’s process and intent and because identifying the ABC as a collaborative 



could have significant benefits. Current legislation in the House of Representatives 
and in the Senate is being considered which might expedite forest treatments being 
proposed by collaboratives. For instance, forest treatments under the guise of a 
collaborative might permit treatment of 10,000 acres without having to go through 
the NEPA process.  

7. Presentation: Dr. Malcolm North presented his research on the preferred habitat for 
spotted owls in Sierra forests and how this fits in with forest health. Research 
suggests total canopy coverage is not the best way to manage forests and that 
former measurements of canopy coverage are inaccurate. The spotted owl breeding 
habitat is in the large old growth tree canopy. Reducing ladder fuels should not 
adversely impact the spotted owl habitat because owls avoid places where the 
canopy is in the ladder fuels. Finally, forest managers can create openings except 
right next to nests where owlets are vulnerable to predators.  

8. West Carson Project Working Group Update:  Don Hittenmiller reported budget 
cuts have reduced the project from 18,000 to 2,000 acres. Only hand crews can be 
employed because there isn’t adequate funding to conduct the requisite 
archeological studies for mechanical treatments. The Washoe crew will be 
employed. The workgroup is researching funding for more advanced archeological 
studies. David Griffith reported the forest service currently lacks the capacity to help 
but that the Governor’s budget includes $180 million for forest health and that 
hopefully the forest service will take advantage of this opportunity to promote the 
West Carson Project. Don Hittenmiller expressed frustration with the breakdown in 
communication between representatives of the Humboldt-Toiyabe and a need for 
improved communication. Steve Wilensky encouraged the collaborative to 
persevere and to cultivate relationships with experts outside the forest service 
domain as an alternate means of support. Steve Wilensky suggested a delegation 
consisting Teresa McClung, CHIPS and ABC members might approach Forest 
Supervisor Dunkelberger and Carson Ranger District Irene Davidson to discuss 
stewardships and successful collaborative efforts. David Griffith reported he has 
been communicating with staff members of Senators Feinstein and Harris and 
Congressman McClintock to see about getting more recognition in Region 4 and in 
the HT for our forest management projects.  Subsequently Irene Davidson reported 
the following clarifications and corrections:  She reported that though the size of the 
project has been significantly reduced, surveys are being conducted to determine 
the exact acreage.  No decision has been made on using only hand crews because of 
archeological sites.  The Humboldt-Toiyabe does not currently have the capacity for 
the West Carson Project because its resources are allocated between Mt. Rose ($1.8 
million) and Truckee ($1.6 million). 



9. Future Speakers/Topics: David Griffith reported Hugh Stafford is unavailable in May. 
He is scheduled for July. ABC members are encouraged to email David with potential 
speakers. Rich Harvey suggested Bill Dunkelberger as a potential speaker. David 
Griffith will contact him. 

10. Participant Updates: Gavin Feiger reported Earth Day is April 21st and the AWG will 
sponsor volunteer activities. David Griffith reported the Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
is taking applications for the area representative for Alpine, Mono and Inyo counties. 
In the next month the CalFIRE fire prevention grant programs will be available. Steve 
Wilensky reported the auction is complete and the Wilseyville Woody Biomass 
Project Yard was awarded 19.972 cents per kilowatt. The CHIPS crew will be 
employed in a 4,000 acre reseeding project. Steve Wilensky renewed the invitation 
to the ABC to join him and CHIPS and the Washoe when they meet with the HT 
Forest Supervisor and District Ranger. The ABC accepted the invitation. The 
workgroup will attend. Ron Hames reported he and David Griffith attended an SNC 
policy meeting. The SNC has the potential of getting $300 million in the next year 
and is looking for ideas on how to spend the money.  

 


