
Alpine Biomass Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
November 7th, 2017, 6:00 pm 

 
Location: Turtle Rock Park, Markleeville, CA 

Meeting Facilitator: Ron Hames       Minutes: David Griffith 
 
Agenda Items: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Participant Introductions:  Walt Gentry, Jerry Lloyd, Mark Quillici, Shelly Blair, Don 

Hittenmiller, Coreen Francis, Marina Vance, Julia Keane, Anna Belle Monti, Irene 
Davidson, Mary Rawson, Debbi Waldear, Michael Barton, Ron Hames, David Griffith, 
Todd Sodoro, Danna Stroud, Annie Dean 

3. Modifications and/or Approval of Agenda.  Approved. 
4. Modifications and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes.  Approved. 
5. Action Items.  Griffith reported that he was still working on a $100,000 Economic 

Development Administration (EDA) grant with $20,000 in matching funds to come 
from a 0% interest forgivable loan from the Northern California Community Loan 
Fund (NCCLF).  Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions (CHIPS) has, subject to 
reviewing the required agreements, informally agreed to act as the fiscal agent.  
Griffith, Don Hittenmiller and Michael Barton met with the Deputy Director of 
Lending and hopefully there will be a decision on our application around 
Thanksgiving. 

6. ABC Funding Status.  Griffith reported that there was no progress on a 501(c)(3) 
during the month due to other commitments.  He also reported that there is a “ton 
of money” coming from various State of California programs etc. coming, but some 
of that funding will have strings attached that may not be acceptable to private land 
owners. 

7. Presentation.  Shelly Blair, the California Fish and Wildlife Land Manager for Alpine 
County gave a presentation on human-wildlife interaction.  Her presentation 
focused on predators, how to identify them, their behavior, and what to do if 
confronted with one. 

8. West Carson Project Working Group Update.  Hittenmiller reported that there had 
been no change since the previous meeting, but that there will be a working group 
meeting next later this month. 

9. Future Speakers/Topics.  December: Dr. Tamzen Stringham of UNR on management 
and restoration of pinyon-juniper.  January: no meeting.  February: Dr. Malcolm 
North of the USFS.  March:  Scott Conway of the USFS.  April and May tentatively Dr. 
Hugh Stafford of the USFS and Merv George of the USFS. 



10. Participant Updates.  Monti reported that the Markleeville Fuels Reduction project 
has been completed and she will try and organize a tour.  Stroud reported that more 
funding is probably coming to the Sierra Nevada from California in the form of two 
initiatives (one definite, the other still has to gather signatures).  The funding can be 
used on public and private lands.  She also reported that the SNC is going through a 
strategic planning project and the public is encouraged to participate.  She reported 
that Chris French, Assistant Deputy Chief Forester for the USFS emphasized in a 
meeting that it is a priority at the national level to work collaboratively with other 
agencies and groups like the ABC.  Finally Stroud announced that she will be leaving 
the SNC at the end of the month.  We all agreed that we are sad to see her go.  
Griffith updated the meeting on funds for forest restoration that are anticipated to 
be coming available.  The SWET conference on biomass utilization will be in Fresno 
on Nov. 14th through 16th.  The Economic Development Committee will be discussing 
recreation tourism as an economic development tool at its Nov. 14th meeting.  The 
Carson Water Subconservancy District is requesting nominations for its Andy Alfax 
award and Griffith asked for suggestions.  He has also requested suggestions from 
the Alpine Watershed Group.  Francis reported that the Department of the Interior 
is working on accelerating the NEPA process. 




