
Alpine Biomass Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
September 5, 2017, 6:00 pm 

 
Location: Turtle Rock Park, Markleeville, CA 

Meeting Facilitator: David Griffith       Minutes: David Griffith 
 
Agenda Items: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Participant Introductions:  Don Hittenmiller, Gavin Fieger, Aly Cheney , Michael 

Barton, Pat Schwartz, Mark Schwartz, Anna Belle Monti, Dan Morris, Coreen Francis, 
Joe Flower, Devin Middlebrook, Teresa McClung, Patrick Traynor, Ron Hames, Danna 
Stroud, Mary Rawson, David Griffith, John Brissenden, Jonathan Cook Fisher, Kris 
Hartnett 

3. Modifications and/or Approval of Agenda.  Approved. 
4. Modifications and/or Approval of Previous Meeting Notes.  Griffith said that there 

had been one lengthy comment receive about the draft minutes that request more 
detailed notes.  In response to his question as to whether more detailed notes were 
warranted the consensus was that more detail was not necessary and the draft 
minutes were accepted.  Griffith announced that the meeting was being recorded. 

5. Action Items.  Griffith reported that he was still working on an Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) grant with matching funds to come from a 0% 
interest forgivable loan from the Northern California Community Loan Fund.  
Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions (CHIPS) has, subject to reviewing the 
required agreements, informally agreed to act as the fiscal agent.  Griffith 
mentioned that at the morning’s Board of Supervisors meeting one Supervisor had 
read a statement complaining about an alleged biomass project on tribal lands.  
Griffith stressed that to his knowledge there is no such plan and that it was 
important to correct such unfounded allegations. 

6. ABC Funding Status.  Griffith reported that this was the final meeting of the ABC 
that was sponsored by the National Forest Foundation (NFF).  There are two donors 
that were willing to sponsor the ABC while it sorted out its future.  The consensus 
was that converting to a 501c(3) not-for-profit organization was likely the best bet, 
and Griffith would bring back more information at the next meeting. 

7. Presentation.  Danna Stroud of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy led off with a 
presentation on the increasing economic impact of the recreation economy.  Joe 
Flower of the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) explained the 
LTBMU’s sustainable recreation program and Devon Middlebrook of the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) discussed the TRPA’s Visitor Use Management 
program.  Jonathan Cook-Fisher of the USFS Washington Office explained the USFS’s 



policies to encourage outdoor recreation.  Dan Morris of Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest (HT) laid out the HT’s programs for advancing outdoor recreation and some of 
the challenges they face.  Work on updating the HT Forest Plan is expected to begin 
in 2019. 

8. West Carson Project Working Group Update.  Hittenmiller reported that there had 
been no change since the previous meeting. 

9. Future Speakers/Topics.  October: Becky Estes of the Eldorado National Forest on 
monitoring the success/failures of projects.  November: Shelly Blair of the California 
Fish and Wildlife on human-wildlife interactions  

10. Participant Updates.  Feiger reported that the Aspen Festival will be held Oct. 7th 
and 8th in Hope Valley.  Cheney reported that beer would be available for sale at the 
Aspen Festival and that Markleeville Creek Day was at 9:00 am on Sept. 9th at the 
Library.  Feiger also reported that on Sept. 8th at 4:30pm at Turtle Rock Park all 28 of 
the AmeriCorps volunteers working in the Sierra were having their graduation 
ceremony and everyone was encouraged to attend.   Monti reported that work on 
the Markleeville Fuels Reduction project was on track to start the first week of 
October.  Francis reported that the BLM will be preparing more vegetation 
treatments in the County.  The BLM is preparing a statewide program in California to 
take care of “hazard trees” on BLM lands.  Hames reported that the Alpine Trails 
Association had workdays planned for Sept. 16th and 23rd and volunteers were 
welcome.  Griffith reported that Netflix had a new series starting Sept. 8th on 
wildfires in California with CALFIRE and the L.A. Fire Department, that the Fire Tax 
was gone, and that the ABC would have a stand at the Aspen Festival. 

 




